
Providence Presbyterian News
February 22, 2021

1

February Footsteps
Walking through lent

The Jericho Road began on Ash Wednesday, an 
introspective service that initiated our observance of  
Lent at Providence Presbyterian.

Traveling through Lent, on the way to Holy Week 
and Easter, Paster Mary Clark is presenting a series of  
sermons on the theme “Walking the Jericho Road.” 
The series began with the familiar story of  The Good 
Samaritan, walking from Jerusalem to Jericho.

As we walk the journey in worship and preaching, 
Pastor Mary is challenging each of  us to take a walk 
and ponder the week’s 
theme.

The first of  these 
Lenten devotionals is on 
the following page.

Take your first steps 
on the road, revisting the 
story of  the The Good 
Samaritan.

And share your walk 
photos to encourage those 
walking nearby on the 
journey.

Fore!
It’s time to 

register for the 
McKemie Place 
golf  outing Friday, 
March 5, at 
Magnolia Grove. 
Your participation 
helps with our 
Providence mission 
to support this 
shelter for adult 
women. Find 
more details on 
the McKemie 
Place website: 
mckemieplace.org.



Meditation for the First Week of  Lent
February 21, 2021

The Good Samaritan on the Jericho Road
Have you ever watched one 

of  those old Westerns, where an 
unsuspecting traveler is walking 
through harsh, rocky, desert-like 
terrain? Then, all of  a sudden, he’s 
jumped from a rock outcropping 
above him. 

That’s pretty much the same 
terrain the man was traveling 
through on his way “down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 
attacked by robbers [who] stripped 
him of  his clothes, beat him and 
went away, leaving him half  dead” 
(Luke 10:30).

During Lent this year, Pastor 
Mary is challenging each of  us to 
walk the Jericho Road with this 
traveler and some other well-
known characters in the Bible. 

No, you don’t have to travel the 
full 15 uphill miles between Jericho 
and Jerusalem, or trek through the 
desert, or even walk every day. But 
try to walk at least once, whether 
around the block or just to the 
mailbox and back, and reflect on 

the week’s scripture and how it 
applies to your life today.

Before you walk this week, 
reread the parable of  the Good 
Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). This 
parable cuts through all of  our 
customary practices, our usual 
public statements, and asks if  we 
are doing mercy…or not. It’s as 
simple as that.

Then, as you walk, remember 
someone who has played the part 
of  the Good Samaritan in your life, 
and try to do at least one “act of  
mercy” for someone else each day 
this week.

As you walk and reflect, look 
around, too. Pull out your phone 
and take a picture from the walk — 
something that you find especially 
meaningful. Then send your 
photo to Nedra for the newsletter: 
nedrabloom@comcast.net. We plan 
to share a few of  your walk pictures 
in the next few issues of  the 
newsletter and inspire each other 
to take another step on the journey.
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Mark Your Calendar
Note: Since we are emailing the newsletter early during Lent, 

the calendar starts with this week’s activities.

February 23 — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex

February 24 — Book Study
 New Study on One Month to Live
 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

February 28 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk  
 Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
 No adult Sunday school; resumes in March

March 2  — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex

March 3 — Book Study
 Study continues on One Month to Live
 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

March 7 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk
 Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook
 After worship, Session meeting
 No Sunday School today; resumes next week

March 9 — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex

March 10 — Book Study
 Study continues on One Month to Live
 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

March 14 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk
 Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
 Sunday School resumes
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In Other News...

Children oF the ChurCh  illustrate the theme 
of  God’s Love during the monthly Discipletown gathering 
on February 21. Program leader Amy Westerberg is 
shown here with Makki Mosley, Piper Cromer and Paisley 
Copeland. Discipletown generally meets the fourth Sunday 
of  the month.

WednesdaY studY groups begin their new 
series on One Month to Live: Thirty Days to a No-Regrets Life 
beginning Wednesday, February 24. To prepare for the 
first gathering, please read the forward, the note from the 
authors, the “One-Month-to-Live Challenge,” “Day 1: 
Introduction - Living the Dash” and “Day 2: Roller Coaster 
- Riding the Big Dipper.”

Janie Vann is leading the morning study and Becky 
Baker the evening group, considering how you might 
change your life if  you knew your time was limited.

Copies of  the book are $15 and they are available in 
the church office.

CloselY CraFted continues its Lenten study on 
Twenty-four Hours that Changed the World.  After Easter, the 
group will finish its earlier study of  The Call.

While many members of  Closely Crafted use the time 
to work on crafts, you are not required to do so. If  you’ve 
been thinking of  learning a new craft, there is probably 
someone in the group who can help you master the basics.

adult BiBle studY is on hiatus until March 14, 
when we will begin a new study on the book of  Esther, led 
by Barry South. Adult Sunday School meets via Zoom at 
10:30 on Sunday mornings.



lYriCs For sundaY, FeBruarY 28
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A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing.
Our helper He, amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe
Does seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great,
And, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side,
The Man of God’s own choosing:
You ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His Name,
From age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.

LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS

THERE IS POW’R IN THE BLOOD

Would you be free from your burden of sin?
There’s pow’r in the blood,
Pow’r in the blood. 
Would you o’er evil a victory win?
There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.

Chorus
There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder working pow’r
In the blood of the lamb.
There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder working pow’r 
In the precious blood of the lamb.

Would you be free from your passion and pride? 
There’s pow’r in the blood,
Pow’r in the blood.
Come for a cleansing to Calvary’s tide.  
There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.

Repeat chorus 2 times

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms!
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.

O, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.

What have I to dread? What have I to fear
Leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.


